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ANOTHER LETTER TO 
GOV. ALDRICH 

558 Ninth Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Governor Aldrich, 

Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Your Excellency: This letter is 
written pursuant to requests from par¬ 
ties interested in the education of the 
deaf of America. Your Excellency’s 
secretary says in his letter of April 
10, 1912, addressed to Mr. Clarke, he 
did not know, nor did your Excellency, 
how the impression could have gotten 
out that the Nebraska law relative to 
the instruction of the deaf, contem¬ 
plated the use of the Oral Method ex¬ 
clusively. In this connection permit 
me to call attention to a letter written 
by Supt. Booth of the Nebraska State 
School to Mr. Hanson, the President 
of the National Association of the 
Deaf, wherein the superintendent flat¬ 
ly declares his intention to forthwith 
abolish the sign language from his 
school. This is where the mischief 
originated. 

While the friends of the deaf feel 
relieved at your Excellency’s assur¬ 
ance contained in Mr. Fuller’s letter 
of the illegality of such a move, they, 
nevertheless, are still apprehensive 
Supt. Booth in his zeal for oralism 
will yet discover a way to circumvent 
your Excellency’s interpretation of the 
statute. 

It does appear the power conferred 
by the law is exceedingly broad and 
arbitrary—much broader and more 
arbitrary than, in the opinion of the 
intelligent deaf, should be conferred 
on any man, or set of men, however 
great ai i good they may be, or how- 
ever worthy the object sought to be M 
attained. But even under its most 
strained interpretation the deaf fail j 1 
to find anything in it. to authorize « 
such power as is here asserted by the j 1 
superintendent.- 1 

The Nebraska Legislature, had it 
seen fit. might have abolished the j 
sign language, but it remains that it 
failed to do so and Supt. Booth has j t 
brazenly taken it upon himself to cor- 1 
reet what he evidently regarded as a ; 1 
legislative delinquency. It is quite t 
dear Supt. Eooth has no authority to 
eliminate the sign language and his 
threatened attempt to override statu- t 
to”y and constitutional law and to j ^ 
usurp the powers of the legislature is , n 
as offensive an exhibition of arrogance h 
as the deaf have ever seen or read of, p 


SEATTLE, 1912 

I’ve wandered back again, Bill, to the old town on the bay, 

But she isn’t like she was, Bill, when we two went away. 

They’ve cut down all the hills, Bill, made her level as a hall; 

There’s an eighteen-story building, where we used to play baseball. 

She s grown an awful lot, Bill, and she sets a speedy pace, 

From King street out to Denny way, you wouldn’t know a place. 

1 ve wandered up and down, Bill, the whole world’s been my range 
But Seattle has ’em faded at making a quick change. 

I hey le spending lots ol money, Bill, to do the things up right; 

She makes New York look gloomy when she lights up for the night. 

T hey’re working on a building everywhere you cast your eye, 

One of them on Yesler, Bill, will be forty stories high. 

They’ve got their parks and boulevards, and playgrounds for the young; 
The} le coming here by thousands, Bill, of every race and tongue. 

She’s a great big city now, not the one we used to know, 

When we were kids together here, some thirty years ago. 

I ve walked the streets all day, Bill, you can bet that I was proud, 

To see the big improvements and mingle with the crowd. 

There’s one thing that I noticed unchanged with all the years, 

And it took me back to old times and reminiscent tears. 

There’s just one thing not changed, Bill, perhaps it can’t be done, 

Though they’ve been trying at it. since the town was first begun. 
They’ve gone a long ways forward, Bill, on most progressive lines, 

But they re talking, Bill, just talking yet, about those street signs. 


and they respectfully submit the con¬ 
duct of the superintendent in this mat¬ 
ter for your Excellency’s judgment. 
Very truly yours, 

ISAAC GOLDBERG, 
558 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
May 4, 1912. 


APPROPRIATION FOR PRINTING 
PROCEEDINGS. 

Olathe, Kansas, March 30, 1912. 
Mr. Olof Hansen, Pres. N. A. D. 

I hereby move that the sum of two 
hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars be 
appropriated out of the treasury of 
the N. A. D. for the purpose of print¬ 
ing the report of the Colorado Springs 
Convention of the Association and 
j that the Committee on Printing be 
authorized to leave out such papers 
1 as may be necessary in order to keep 
within the above amount. 

ARTHUR L. ROBERTS, 
Member Ex. Com. 

The above motion has been adopted 
by the following vote: 

Yeas—Fox, Allabough, Rothert, 
Freeman, Reichle, Roberts, Gibson; 
total, seven. 

No—Drake; total, one. 

In voting no, Mr. Drake explains 
that in view of the few responses to 
Mr. Regensburg’s inquiry as to the 
number who wanted copies, it was 
hardly worth spending so much for 
printing, as the money could be used ! 


- to better advantage for other pur- 

- poses. 

To print the report with all the 
papers in full, and distribute it, would 
| cost over $500.00. But under the au- 
. j thority above given the report will 
, be boiled down so as to come within 
the appropriation. 

BIDS FOR PRINTING. 

The Committee on Printing, consist¬ 
ing of O. H. Regensburg, A. L. Roberts 
1 and O. Hanson, is now ready to receive 
bids on printing. Those desiring to 
figure on the work should write at 
once to O: H. Regensburg, chairman. 
Box 23, Los Angeles, Cal., who will 
j send specifications and statements as 
! to the kinds and amount of work 
I required. 

-—-- 

FINANCES IN GOOD SHAPE. 

According to advices from the 
Treasurer, Mr. Freeman, the balance 
in the treasury is over $400.00, not¬ 
withstanding recent expenditures. 
Money is coming in freely both from 
annual dues and new memberships. 
This is as it should be. There is 
work ahead for the N. A. D., and 
money is needed to carry it on suc¬ 
cessfully. Now is the best time to 
join, as a dollar paid now pays for 
membership until June, 1914. Send 
a dollar to S. M. Freeman, Treas., 
Cave Springs, Ga. 
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THE FIGHT IS ON. 

The fight is on in Nebraska and 
New York to prevent the discontinu¬ 
ance of the sign language in schools 
for the deaf. In Nebraska, Mr. Booth 
has frankly stated that he intends to 
abolish the sign language in the 
school. The wishes and appeals of 
the educated deaf carry no weight 
with him whatever. The only course 
open is to appeal to the public. Sev¬ 
eral thousand circulars have been 
printed and are being distributed as 
time and funds permit. The oralists 
have had the ear of the public for 
years and have made good use of 
their opportunity. There is no doubt 
but that if the public can be made 
acquainted with our side of the case J 
the verdict will be on our side. 

The use of the sign language is not j 
understood by the general public, and 
this misunderstanding has been fos- ! 
tered by representing the sign lan¬ 
guage as being used as a substitute , 
for English. No one advocates the 
use of the sign language as a sub¬ 
stitute for English. But it has cer¬ 
tain uses for chapel services, lectures, 
debates and for interpreting public 
speaking, and for these purposes 
nothing can take its place. For that 
reason it should have a place in every 
school for the deaf—not necessarily in 
the class room, but in the broad de¬ 
velopment of the mind and character 
of the deaf child. 

THE MOVING PICTURE FILM. 

The Gallaudet Moving Picture Film 
is now in California. The charge for 
the film is $5.00 and express charges. 
The lecture film is extra long, and 
takes about half an hour to run off. 
It cost $700.00. Those wishing to use 
it should write to Roy J. Stewart, 1008 
Park Road N. W., Washington, D. C., 
and arrange dates. 

OROF HANSON. 


THE DEAF IN CIVIL SERVICE. 


MEAGHER AND VINSON WIN SEC¬ 
OND PLACES IN NORTHWEST 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

At the wrestling championship of 
the Pacific Northwest, held in Port¬ 
land, May 10, two deaf athletes se¬ 
cured second places in their respective 
classes. Jimmy Meagher, unattached, 
of Vancouver, won the silver medal in 
the 115-pound class, after taking off 
nine pounds in 47% hours. Emery 
Vinson, of the Multnomah Club, was 
twenty pounds over the middle weight 
limit so wrestled in the heavyweight 
class, also getting a silver medal. 
Neither man had over four days of 
training. 

Both men have been in harness for 
upward of five years and its about 
time for them to settle down. There 
is a rumor the heavyweight is think¬ 
ing of—there, we almost let the cat 
out of the bag. 


From The Eplipheta ei 

Alexander Pach will not mingle his s; 
tears with those of his famous fore- p 
runner for he has found another world tl 
to conquer, one that will call into ac- P 
tion all the forces of his wit, energy a 
and experience. Mr. Pach, whose name it 
is on every one’s fingers’ ends in deaf- r< 
dom, recently accepted the chairman 
ship of the committee on Civil Service s; 
of the N. A. D., and has already start- u 
ed in on his campaign. " 

It appears that one Adam Singer a 
was denied the right to take an exam- c 
ination for book binder by the Munic- a 
ipal Civil Service Commission of New 
York. Mr. Pach wrote the Commis- n 
sion’s president, Mr. James Creelman, 
for a copy of the law which might j d 
cover the prohibition. Mr. Creelman f 
1 romptly replied, in effect, that it was 
hardly necessary to state that there | 
was no law specifically dealing with 
the case of a totally deaf bookbinder; 
that the Commission was vested with 
full discretion; that in one case, which 
he cited, it was not feasible for those 
who have to make explanations about 1 
the binding to communicate with the 
bookbinder in writing; in another 
I case, the bookbinder used the tele¬ 
phone exclusively for outside com- 
! munications; that every one must ' 
\ sympathize with a person bearing such 
an infirmity, but the Commission 5 
could not express its sympathy by cer- ' 
tifying a physically incapable man for 
the public service; that the Commis¬ 
sion does not hold a man disqualified 
beca ise he is deaf, but because his 
deafness unfits him to perform the 
duties under the prevailing condi¬ 
tions. 

A brief consideration of these points 
, will show that Mr. Pach has what the 
lawyers would call a strong case, for 
| the reply contains breaches of logic, 
consistancy and humanity. Of course 
; it is commonly known that the state 
' does not legislate for the individual 
and hence there is no law against the 
deaf bookbinder, but discretion is 
move accurately termed discrimina- 
' tion when it shuts out an applicant 
' j unheard for a defect which does not 
’ necessarily enter into the service re- 
- quired. It is contrary to logic to ar- 
1 gue from the particular to the gen- 
f j eral. and it is hardly credible that all 
1 I the bookbinders in the employ of the 
3 City of New York are closeted in the 
t telephone booth, or that all the book- 
t binders must have written directions 
l- for the exercise of their skill. To say 
f that the man is denied, not because 
he is deaf, but because he is unfit, 
r is rather disingenuous since he is 
t deemed unfit precisely because he is 
e deaf. In this, too, the Commission 
i- begs the whole question, for it takes 
it for granted the very matter to be 
proved, that the man is really unfit 


simply because he is deaf. The hard¬ 
ship of the refusal comes out in the 
end where the president expresses 
sympathy while he disposes of the ap¬ 
plication, and it is difficult to find in 
the letters the kindness which Mr. 
Pach mentions, for no petitioner is so 
abject as to kiss the hand which, while 
it smoothes from trouble, impels from 
relief. 

The case in its essence bears the 
same aspects as that which was taken 
up by Mr. Veditz and his confreres 
with the national government in 1998, 
and it may be well at this time to re¬ 
call the detail of that great victory 
and favorable settlement. 

In the beginning, application was 
made to Mr. Roosevelt, then President, 
to alter the rule which classed the 
deaf with the insane and permit them 
to take the examinations for those po¬ 
sitions in the civil service for which 
they were capable. Mr. Roosevelt at 
first declined to interfere. Efforts 
were then directed toward the three 
candidates for the presidency, Messrs. 
Taft, Bryan an Debs, and letters were 
sent asking their views as to the em¬ 
ployment of deaf mutes in the govern¬ 
ment service. Mr. Taft replied: “If 
there are places in the government in 
which persons totally deaf can dis¬ 
charge the duties, I should favor reg¬ 
ulations permitting them to compete 
for such places.” Mr. Bryan an¬ 
swered; “I beg to say that I do not 
understand why deafness should be 
regarded as a conclusive bar to em¬ 
ployment when there are so manj 
kinds of work which a deaf person can 
do.” Candidate Debs expressed him¬ 
self plainly: “There is absolutely no 
justification for classing the deaf with 
the insane. If I should be elected 
President I should use all my influ¬ 
ence in favor of the deaf and to have 
the present unjust discrimination en¬ 
tirely abolished.” The matter was 
’ taken up by the press throughout the 
country and such was the feeling 
I awakened that on December first, 

, 1908, President Roosevelt issued the 
. following executive order: “Deaf 

mutes may be admitted to examina- 
t tions for all places in the classified 
service of the United States whose 
duties, in the opinion of the Civil 
Service Commission, they are capable 
of performing.” 

! President Taft after his election 
e proved true to his pledge, and within 
e a brief period after he had assumed 
.. his duties, some eighty-five different 
8 positions in the service of the Gov- 
y ernment were opened for competition 
e to the deaf. 

(• The adjustment of this case forms 
a an excellent precedent for the consid- 
s eration of the New York Commission, 
n which will hardly presume to be wiser 
> s in its judgment than the National 
)e I Gommission on the same subject. 

it (Continued) 
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The Observer is issued every two 
weeks on Thursday. It is published 
in the interest of the deaf everywhere. 

TERMS: 

One Copy, one year.$1.00 

One Copy, six months. .50 

One Copy, three months. .25 

Canada, one year. . 1.50 

Advertising rates given upon Application 

All contributions must be accompan¬ 
ied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed by correspondents in 
their communications. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Contributions, subscriptions and busi¬ 
ness letters should be addressed to 

I.. O. CHRISTENSON, Publisher. 

- Kin near Building, 1426 Eourth Ave. 
Seattle, Wash. 

Entered as Second-Class matter, Nov. 
-'5, 1909, at the Postoffice at Seattle, 
Washington, under the Act of March 3, 
1879. 



Anaclet Mercier, of Chicopee Falls, 
Mass., sends in his dollar for the Ob¬ 
server. He says he is going to vote 
for Taft. 

Edson F. Gallaudet, the oldest son 
of Dr. *E. M. Gallaudet, has invented 
a monoplane. We are not surprised 
that he has diverged from the beaten 
path. With such a father and grand¬ 
father, he should do noteworthy 
things. Here’s wishirffe him success, 
fame and fortune! 

The Utah state convention of the 
deaf will be held at Ogden June 0, 7 
and 8, 1912. An interesting program 
has been prepared. Miss Elizabeth 


A FRIEND OF THE DEAF GONE. 

Mr. William Wade, of Oakmont, Pa., 
died the 22nd of April. Mr. Wade is 
known widely among the deaf by his 
contributions to the various school 
papehs. His death will be deeply 
felt, and especially so by the deaf- 
blind. Mr. Wade was especially in¬ 
terested in them, and by various kind¬ 
ly deeds he strove to render their lot 
more tolerable. As he was a wealthy 
man, he was able to do much, and his 
name will always be remembered by 
them through his gifts of books in 
braille and his sympathetic interest. 
It is doubtful whether all his good 
deeds will ever be' known, for he 
made no parade of them. In Seattle 
one of the young women members of 
the P. S. A. D. called him affection¬ 
ately her grandfather, and we wit¬ 
nessed her keen and unaffected grief 
when hearing of his death. He had 
presented her with 160 acres, with 
various gifts of jewelry and with a 
trip East, but, best of all, he had cor¬ 
responded with her and made her feel 
that he never lost the friendly interest 
he had felt in her when a girl at 
school. 

OLD GLORY FOREVER. 

To offset the incident on May Pay 
in which the Stars and Stripes were 
trampled under foot during a Socialist 
street melee, there has been a great 
display of patriotism by indignant citi¬ 
zens. Lodges, posts, corps and soci¬ 
eties galore have passed fervid reso¬ 
lutions of censure on the conduct of 
the Socialists and the duty of devo¬ 
tion to the flag. A beautiful woman 
draped in a large flag sang “The Star- 
Sangled Banner,” accompanied by 
Wagner’s band, while thousands stood 


THE VOICES OF THE DEAF 

Why is it that in course of time the 
voices of deaf persons acquire a char¬ 
acter that is easy recognizable? This 
question is answered in The Albion 
Magazine (London, January-March), a 
periodical published in the interests 
of the deaf, in the course of some in¬ 
teresting observations by Dr. Norman 
Porritt on the vocalization of people 
| who are hard of hearing. The follow¬ 
ing quotation is from an abstract made 
: by The British Medical Journal (Lon¬ 
don, March 30): 

j “As a deaf person is above all things 
sensitive and afraid to draw attention 
either to himself or his failing, he 
gets into the habit of modulating his 
; voice, and unconsciously adopts a too 
subdued tone in speaking. This is a 
danger against which many deaf per¬ 
sons are not sufficiently alert, and if 
a deaf person is not watchful he may 
practically lose his voice as well as 
his hearing. Even with the help of 
the best medical treatment lie may not 
be able to retain the latter, but he 
ought at least to be able to preserve 
| the former. To this end he should 
avoid the enticing habit of speaking in 
his throat, and should be at pains nol 
only to articulate clearly, but to open 
: his mouth and enunciate his words 
distinctly and even emphatically. H? 
should not be afraid of speaking out. 

“As a useful exercise for the deaf in 
this respect, reading aloud so as to be 
( heard distinctly in a large room by 
people of normal hearing is recom¬ 
mended. This advice is worth noting 
by those who have to deal with deaf 
people either as friends or as medical 
advisers, for it must be a matter of 
common observation that it is as diffi¬ 
cult to understand some deaf people 
as it is to make them hear. The fact 


De Long is president of this assccia- around her in the street and cheered ! is that all human beings tend to attune 
tion. themselves hoarse when she ended, j their voices by the amount of sound in 

- The city fathers have decreed that their vicinity, and in the absence of 

Root & Christensen have been busy the Stars and Stripes of a respectable any external sound gage the desirable 
right along, and are both wearing s j ze mus t head every street parade in pitch by the sound of their own voices, 
bright and pleasant smiles that ought future, and that the largest flag to be ; In the case of deaf people all external 
to be excellent advertisements for the obtained in the city is to be unfurled vibrations produce more or less 
Potlatch. Our associate editor is in j n the only down-town park. Steps muffled sounds, while since those of 
especial good humor because be re- are being taken to deport the I Won't ' their own voices reach their hearing- 
cently made the last payment on his Works, who must surely realize them- organs practically unimpaired they 
house. A. T. H. selves in a small minority indeed. * cause a relatively great noise. 

- -! “The result is that the deaf man is 


SUPPRESSED. 

In one of Olof Hanson’s recent trips 
to Vancouver he had occasion to pass 
Ihrough a graveyard at midnight. We 
wrote up a thrilling account of his 
harrowing experience, but as his wife 
is editor of this paper she promptly 
suppressed it. So our readers will 
have to wait for a change of editors 
unless Jimmy Meagher can be in¬ 
duced to run the stirring article in 
the Washingtonian. 

What will you do with school 
papers all suspended during vaca¬ 
tion? Subscribe for The Observer. 


OPEN FOR DEBATE. 

We are informed that President 
i Divine, of the State Association, will 

I 

be in Seattle on the 15th and desires 
a debate on the Home Fund. The 
15th is not the meeting night of the 
P. S. A. D. If Mr. Divine wishes a 
debate we suggest it be through the 
columns of the Observer. The Ob¬ 
server will reach the deaf all over the 
state as well as outside. 

The Observer is always open for 
discussions of matters pertaining to 
the welfare of the deaf. 

Fire away, Mr. President. 


handicapped in gaging the tone of his 
voice, and tends to think that he is 
speaking much more loudly than is 
really the case. Hence he often gives 
his friends and others who have to 
converse with him an unnecessary 
amount of trouble by making it diffi¬ 
cult to hear what he has to say as 
well as to make him hear. Similarly 
the deaf man sometimes puts himself 
at an unnecessary disadvantage by 
commencing a conversation with a 
stranger in what is really a very low 
tone, and thus inducing his auditor to 
drop his voice likewise.”—The Liter¬ 
ary Digest. 
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LOCAL NEWS 


Report says Jimmy Meagher, of the 
Washingtonian, and his good wife are. 
soon to visit Seattle friends. 

Frank Masopust, of Spokane, is in 
town looking for a place to hang out 
his shingle as a shoe repairer. 

Mrs. Hunter, of the Vancouver 
School, will spend part of the summer 
in Seattle with a hearing friend 


CLEMENT B. COFFIN 

Jeweler ami Optis&ian 

We replace Broken Lenses. Yes, We guarantee everything we do 

Phone Main 4324 

404 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH 


P. S. A. D. MEETING. 


cream and cake and partook of the 
refreshments with the deaf, smiling 


ton to work in a laundry there. We 
hope to see her down at our meetings 
sometimes. 


__ __ _ The Puget Sound Association had a genially upon all. 

Mabel Burnett has gone to Bremer- business meeting Saturday evening, __ 

May 11. 

Mr. Hanson was given power as 
trustee to purchase another Westlake 


- U UOICC to - 

Carl Garrison was in town last Bond ag the bond that he and Mr. 

week. He and John Skoglund, of Ta- - ’ J - 

coma, expect soon to embark in the 


printing business in our southern 
suburb. 

Mrs. Swangren and Mrs. Hanson 


Wright had selected was already sold. 

Later he spoke of N. A. D. matteis^ 
and the fight that must be made for 
the preservation of the sign language. 
After some impromptu and spirited 


~ -- o - # /Vllt'I fcUllIC -- 

were among the crowd on the Uni- discllss } on G f the candidates for the 
versity Campus Thursday evening to i:resident j a i nomination, a straw vote 
witness the beautiful Maypole dances | wag taken with the following result: 
of the women students. Taft . 12 


The Bible class had an attendance 
of twenty last Sunday. Mr. Christen¬ 
sen was leader, and there was the 
usual interesting discussion. “He 


Roosevelt .. 1 

Champ Clark . 5 

Messrs. Partridge and Christensen, 

1 and Miss Hammond were made a com- 
Leadeth Me’ was sung in concert by m tttee to have charge of the July 4th 

picnic. 

It was decided that the secretary 
draw up resolutions of condolence on 
the death of M. O. Smith. 

AGATHA HANSON, 


PUGET SOUND 
ASSOCIATION 
OF THE DEAF 


Miss Hammond, Mrs. Swangren and 
Mrs. Hanson. Mr. Axling will lead 
the class in June. 

The social next Saturday night will 
be in charge of Mr. and Mrs. Gustin. 
The program is to consist of short 
humorous stories told by each one in 
attendance. This should certainly en¬ 
liven the evening. The location of the 
forthcoming 4th of July picnic will 
also be discussed. 


Secretary. 


AN afternoon in the suburbs. 


Mrs. Otto Klawitter gave a very 
pleasant At Home to some of her lady 
friends last Thursday afternoon. She 
had a table attractively set out with 
flowers and loaded down with many 
delectable edibles. Around this table 
the ladies gathered and made merry. 
The afternoon was an ideal one, which 
added still more to the enjoyment of 
those present, who were Mesdames j 
Rhiley, West, Waugh, Swangren, 
Gustin, Eaton, Grubb, Hanson and j 
daughter Helen and a hearing friend. 


CHURCH MATTERS. 

The Deaf Mutes have held two ser¬ 
vices during the month, one on Easter- 
day, when 32 adults were present and 
the second on April 21st, when 28 
adults were present. On the second 
occasion ice cream and cake were 
served through the kindness of S. 
Mary’s Guild. The committee in 

charge consisted of Mrs. G. B. Nicoll, 
Miss Minor and Miss Tarrant. Mrs. 
Slamm, Mrs. Gowen and Mrs. Butler 
also assisted in entertaining the mem- 
j bers of the congregation present. Se | 
attle Churchman. 

j The above notice modestly neglects | 
to state that the Rev. Mr. Gowen him- j 
self helped to pass around the ice i 


Every deaf person in the Puget 
Sound country is or should be a mem¬ 
ber of this association. 

Why? 

Because in union there is strength 
—we can help one another. 

Also come and meet your fellow 
deaf for a social time, intellectual ad 
vancement and moral uplift. 

Business meeting, second Saturday 
night of each month. Social, fourth 
Saturday night of each month. 

Meeting at Carpenter Hall, Fourth 
Avenue just north of Pine Street. 


Officers: 

President—True Partridge. 
Vice-President—Mrs. A. W. Wright. 
Secretary—Mrs. Agatha Hanson. 
Treasurer—L. C. Christensen. 
Sergeant-at-Arms—W. S. Root. 


$1 Subscribe Now $1 


HAPPY? OF COURSE THEY ARE. 

The editor received an interesting 
letter from Mrs. Wright. They arrived 
safely at their farm and are enjoying 
the change very much. They were 
the guests to dinner of their neigh¬ 
bors soon after their arrival. The 
children have all been happy riding 
their horse, and Mr. Wright finds the 
work on his ranch fascinating. The 
Seattle deaf all miss the Wrights, but 
hope that they will sure make their 
fortune on that ranch one of these 
days. Mr. Wright will be in Seattle 
two or three times this summer. 


Send This On With A Dollar 


Mr. L. O. Christenson, Publisher of The Observer, 

Dear Sir: Desiring to aid in the maintenance of live, wide- 
wake, independent paper for the deaf I enclose one dollar for a 
year subseription to THE OBSERVER. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS 
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RESOLUTIONS OF REGRET 

The following resolutions were en¬ 
dorsed by the Board of Directors of 
the Puget Sound Association of the 
Deaf: 

Whereas, early in the morning of 
May 3, 1912, Magnus O. Smith was 
run over by a Ravenna car, and there 
are indications that he was dead be¬ 
fore being placed on the track; be it 
Resolved by the Puget Sound Asso¬ 
ciation of the Deaf, That we deeply 
regret the sudden departure from this 
life of our friend and fellow member, 
and particularly the sad and tragic 
circumstances surrounding his end; 
also 

Resolved, That in all our dealings 
with him we have found him upright 
and honorable, and full of interest in 
and sympathy with the deaf, and a 
friend that the Association could ill 
afford to lose; be it further 

Resolved, That we express our pro¬ 
found feeling of sorrow and sympathy 
to the family of our dead brother by 
sending to them a copy of these reso¬ 
lutions and also by entering them in 
the records of the Association, and by 
publishing them in The Observer. 

AGATHA HANSON, Sec’y. 

SPOKANE 

Honk Honk Billie Henrich has 
joined the motorcycle brigade. He is 
No. two. Ross Slightam is also one 
of the silent daredevils. Roy Hawley 
lost the leadership by going to Port¬ 
land. 

John Frisby is employed by the city 
in Manito Park. This does not mean 
that girls are allowed to talk to the 
workmen. 

James Schmidt was a visitor to the 
Spokane colony May 3rd. Come again 
any old time, Jimmie. 

Henry Ott made a stop of several 
days in Spokane recently on his way 
to British Columbia. 

Mathew McCook is in town looking 
over business. Wonder what he is 
going to do next? Any way he still 
has that same humor and a smile that 
won’t come off. 

In an open letter recently to John 
Frisby, retiring President of the Spo¬ 
kane Association, Ross Slightam, hotly 
criticised the association, declaring 
that in the present standing of gossip, 
slander and drunkenness that reigns in 
the association, the association is do- j 
ing more harm in the public eye than 
good. These are the reasons he flatly 
refuses to become a member. John 
Frisby also refused to be re-elected to 
any office. 

No changes in the Acme Club have 
been made since the three vacancies 
were filled by hearing members. The 
hearing treasurer reports to date— 
April 20th: Membership fees, $41.50; 
entertainments and benefit receipts, 
$131.75; in circulation, $53.00. Total, 
$226.25. 

The names of officers of the Spo¬ 


kane Association elected Saturday, 
May 4th, are withheld. Why? 

The Acme Club is contemplating 
sending a representative to the Mon¬ 
tana State Reunion June 14, 15 and 16. 
Who’ll be the lucky one? 

Deaf imposters or beggars will catch 
it about the same in Spokane. Last 
week George La Lond and William 
Johnson were rounded up and the 
question as to their being deaf arose. 
Slightam refused to admit they were 
deaf until Henry Ott, who was in town, 
admitted he knew them, so Slightam 
was oblidged to give in. 

La Lond drew a $10 fine and John¬ 
son a $15 fine. 

Kenneth Williams is the latest mem¬ 
ber to the I. W. W. Oh, you baseball 
bug! BILLY. 

WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 

Mrs. Kiene and children left for 
California last month after a lengthy 
stay in Charleston with her parents, 
Gen. and Mrs. C. C. Watts, to join her 
husband. At Chicago she was met by 
her daughter Doris, to which place she 
went from school in Iowa. 

James A. Breedlove dissolved part¬ 
nership with a Mr. Baird in the print¬ 
ing business in Charleston and is now 
connected with the Tribune Printing 
Co. in the job department. 

Joseph Auldridge and wife have had 
a pleasant time with their friend, Mrs. 
Kiene, on the Watts hill, and were 
her guests for several weeks during 
her parents’ sojourn in Florida. 

There are two deafmute publishers 
in this state. One is Thomas Mc- 
Creery, proprietor of The Buckhannon 
Banner, and the other is Frank E. Phil 
pott, who runs The Clendenin News. 
The former paper was started in 1876 
and the latter in April this year. 


The hospital of the California 
school was damaged by fire recently. 
No lives were lost, and the furniture 
was saved from injury by being re¬ 
moved. There were six patients in 
the building at the time the fire broke 
out, and they were at once taken to 
places of safety. The walls and floors 
were not burned, and the building can 
be repaired at a small outlay. 


Mr. Olof Hanson was the instru¬ 
ment of exposing an imposter in court 
at Seattle. The culprit was sentenced 
under the vagrancy law to 63 days at 
breaking rock. He gave the name of 
Roy Thompson; home, San Francisco; 
age 22. He was well dressed and well 
educated, with a pleasant manner. 
Mr. d’Estrella wonders from this de¬ 
scription whether Thompson is not the 
very man who was ordered out of San 
Francisco by the police judge some 
years ago after Mr. d'Estrella warned 
the Art Association to look for him 
and also sent word to the police.— 
! Cal. News. 


The Observer is the oldest independ¬ 
ent paper for the deaf. It is pub¬ 
lished by L. O. Christensen, an alum¬ 
nus of this school, and ably edited by 
different deaf writers, especially W. 
S. Root. It is a good paper, issued 
every two weeks. Mr. Christensen 
stands out prominently among the 
typos in Seattle, where he has resided 
ever since he left this state. He is 
popular \vith the deaf, and for this 
reason he has held a number of offices 
in the State Assocation of the Deaf 
and other local clubs.—Cal. News. 

To appreciate the 
Best Equipped 
CAFETERIA 
in Seattle Eat at 

BIRD’S 

304 Union St. 

Open Sunday 


Palace Market Company 

DEALER IN 

FRESH and CURED MEATS 
FISH, FKUITS and VEGETABLES 

Oysters and Game in Season 

204 SECOND AVE. SOUTH 
Phoiit- , 8 Main s Ind Seattle, IV 11 


Bible Class for the deaf meets 
on the third Sunday each month at 3:30 
p. m. in Trinity Parish Church, corner 
Eighth Ave. & James St. All welcome. 
Olof Hanson, Lay-reader, in charge. 


Wing’s Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE 


The Silent Review 

A Semi-monthly, Eight-page 
Illustrated Magazine of En¬ 
couragement and Self-help. 

A Journal for the Deaf that 
Brings its readers and their 
interests together. 

Good Reading 
Clear Thinking 
Right Living. 

Fifty C ents a year 

Send for Sample Copy 
Agents and Reporters Wanted. 

THE SILENT REVIEW 
Lexington, Missouri. 


OLOF HANSON 
Architect —50 Downs Block 
709 Second Ave. Seattle, Wash. 
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LARGE FIRE AT MICHI-j 
GAN SCHOOL 


Roused From Sleep, 325 Children in 
Dormitory Leave With¬ 
out Panic. 


Flint, Mich., May 22. —Fire, sup-! 
posed caused by lightning, eaHy this j 
morning practically destroyed the main 
building ot the Michigan school for tho | 
deaf here. All of the 325 or more | 
students in the institution were res¬ 
cued unharmed. The children were all 
asleep in the dormitory in the upper 
stories of the three-story building 
when the fire started in the room. 
There was no panic. 


CHICOPEE FALLS. 


Eighteen deaf attended a whist 
party at the home of Anaclet Mercier, 
April 20th. 

There are 46 members in the Hol¬ 
yoke and Boston Divisions of the N. 

F. S. D. 

Twenty deaf mute members of the 
Holyoke Division, N. F. S. D., of the j 
deaf of the United States held a ban¬ 
quet this evening in Marble hotel, j 
Every member thoroughly enjoyed the 
menu set forth by Landlord Curran 
from the Martini cocktails to cigars. 
Toasts were answered to by some of 
the banqueters. John Haggerty pre¬ 
sided and gave the welcome address 
at the end of which he turned over 
the office of master of ceremonies to 
Philip Bennsoliel, who acted as toast¬ 
master. Armo Klopfer, Hiram Marr, i 
Philip Bennsoliel and John Haggerty j 
answered to toasts. The officers of 
the organization are: President, John 
Haggerty; vice president, Arno Klop- j 
fer; secretary, Philip Bennsoliel; j 
treasurer, Anaclet Mercier; sergeant- j 
at-arms, Thomas Sheehan. Their 
guests were John Haggerty, P. Benn¬ 
soliel, Arno Klopfer, Anaclet Mercier, 
H. Marr, Frank Forsyther, Harry Dan¬ 
iels, George Leno, Ed. Gorgette, Henry , 
Kruger, Anthony Reggani, Louis Jac- j 
ques, Thomas Sheehan, Joseph O’Con-1 
nell, Joseph Kremer, Hilaire Cheve- 
rette, .Tames West and other mem¬ 
bers. 

Phil Morin is working as a driller 
in Dalton, Mass. 


VANCOUVER, B. C. 


William Thomas of Boston, Mass., 
has been working as a stockman in 
the Leckie shoe factory. 

Last week Willie Needham, his wife 
and deaf mother moved into their nice 
new home at Mt. Pleasant. 

David Turrill is working as inside 
finisher on the new Burns skyscraper 
and will be on the job for three or four 
months yet. 





1M EACH TOWN and district to ride and exhibit a sample Latest Model 
“Hanger” bicycle furnished by us. Our agentsevery where are making 

money fast, ff^rite for full particulars and special offer at once. 

NO RSONEY REQUIRED until you receive and approve of your 
bicycle. We ship to anyone anywhere in the 17. S. without a cent deposit 
in advance, prepay freight, and allow TEsll DAYS’ FREE TRIAL during 
which time you may ride the bicycle and put It to any test you wish. 
If you are then not perfectly satisfied cr do not wi ll to keep the 
bicycle ship it back to us at our expense and you will no. be out one cent. 

We furni: h the highest grade bicycles it is 
rKwBwbil rEsBitf&w possible to mrlce at one small profit above 
actual factory cost. You save S10 to & .'5 middlemen’s profits by buy- 

I ing direct of us and have the manufacturer's guarantee behind your 
bicycle. DO NOT BUY a bicycle or a pair of tires from anyone at any 
price until you receive our catalogues and learn our unheard of factory 
prices and remarkable special offers to I’idSI* agents. 

VffHI Ift? 11 i B|£ *‘‘"T'iiV't 8® when y.m receive our beautiful catalogue 

I UU ssHLis I»& W fi tJ. iSOalfesJ ami Ftudyoursuperbmodclsattho 

yfully low prices we car uiake you this year. We soil the highot grade bicycles for 
'less money thanany other factory. Wearesatlftfioclwith 81.00 proiitiiove factory cost. 
BICYCLE DEALERS, you can sell our bicycles under yourown nameplateatdoublo our prices. 
' Orders filled the day received. 

SECOND HAND BICYCLES. We do not regularly hand'e second hand blcyc'os but usually have 
r a number on hand taken In trade b 7 our Chicago retail stores. Tue^e we clear out promptly at prices 
ranging from $3 to S3 or $10. Descriptive bargain lists mailed free. 

PnAQT£«£t_l2ftAViBQ single wheels, itrpaorteJ ro'Serchorna end pedals, parts, repairs and 
WwHw § Keg US is n A ti O | equipment of all kinds at half the regular iclail prd 


A SAMPLE PAIR 
TO tZ'ITRGlSGGE. ONLY 

The regular retail price of these tires ts 
$10.00 per pair , hut to introduce we t 
will sell you a sample pair for $4.80{cash with order $4.55* 

NO MORE TROUBLE FRO^Py^OTURES 

NAILS, Tacks, or Class will not let the air out. 

A hundred thousand pairs sold last year. 

DESCRIPTION: '‘K'J'Sisy , 

riding, very durable and lined inside with t 
a special duality of rubber, which never be- ' 
comes porous and which closes up small 
punctures without alio wing the ail* to escape. 

We have hundreds of letters from satisfied customers 
stating that their tires havoonly beenpumped up once 
or twice in a whole season. They weigh no more than, 
an ordinary tire, the puncture resisting qualities being 
given by several layers of thin, specially prepared 
fabric on the tread. The regular price of these tires 
is $10.00 per pair, but for advertising purposes we are 
making a special factory price to the rider of only $4.80 per pair, 
day letter is received. We ship C. O. D. on approval. You do not pay a cent until you 
have examined and found them strictly as represented. 

We will allow a cash discount of 5 per cent (thereby making the price $4.55 per pair) If you send FULL CASH 
WITH ORDER and enclose this advertisement. You run no risk in sending us an order as the tires may be 
returned at OUR expense if for any reason they are not satisfactory on examination. We are perfectly reliable 
and money sent to us isas safe as in a bank. If you order a pair of these tires, you will find that they will ride 
easier, run faster, wear better, last longer and look liner than any tiro you have ever used or seen at any price. 
We know that you will be so well pleased that when you want a bicycle you will give us your order. We want 
you to send us a trial order at once, hence this remarkable 1 1 re offer. 

If YfHB don’t buy any kind at any price until you send for apairof Hedgethorn 

■ ■ ■ wW (WECS J9 B IllCu Puncture-Proof tireson approvaland trial at Ihe snecial Introductory 

price quoted above; or write for our big Tire and Sundry Catalogue which describes and quotes all makes and 
kinds of ti res at about half the usual prices. 

nffi 8A//1 ATT hut write us a postal today. DO NOT THINK OF BUYING a bicycle or a pair of 

set 'tjr a a tires from anyone until you know the new and wonderful offers we are making. 

It only costs a postal to learn everything. Write It NOW. 

J. L. MEAD CYCLE COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILL 


Notice the thick rubbertread 
“A”and puncture strips‘‘B” 
and “3”also rim strip “H” 
to prevent rim cutting. This 
tire will outlast any other 
make-SOFT, ELASTIC and 
EASY RIDING. 

All orders shipped same 


Mr. Whitehead hopep to pass the 
examination soon and obtain a po¬ 
sition in the postoffice as dead letter 
clerk. 

Mr. Hennsey is porter in the post- 
office and gets better wages now. We 
congratulate him on succeeding after 
waiting two years. 

George Schmidt quit his job at New 
Westminster where he worked as 
butcher, and left for Montana to get 
a better job there. 

While John Ulrich was getting off 
a Granville Avenue car he was thrown 
down by a passing automobile that 
was going too fast. His leg was hurt 
a little. 

Miss Goose was also struck by an 
automobile while getting off a Davis 
Street car and her left arm was hurt. 

Mrs. Johnson narrowly escaped 
being killed by an automobile at the 
corner of Hastings and Main Streets, 
but a policeman saved her in time, j 
These accidents are a warning to all 
the deaf to watch out for cars and 
automobiles when on the streets. 

Mrs. David Turrill was very sick ; 
with rheumatism and lumbago for two | 
weeks, but is now recovered and as j 
smart as usual. 


CADWALLADER WASHBURN HAS 

NARROW ESCAPE WHEN MEX¬ 
ICAN TRAIN IS RIDDLED 
BY BULLETS. 

Riding in a train which was riddled 
with the bullets of Mexican rebels, 
Cadwallader Washburn of Minneapolis, 
leading American etcher and a son of 
former Senator W. D. Washburn, had 
an exciting experience in the Mexican 
interior Sunday, March 1. He escaped 
injury. Two Mexican women were 
j wounded. 

Mr. Washburn returned to Mexico 
City last fall after visiting Minneapolis 
following a narrow escape at sea. He 
was on his way to New York on the 
Ward line steamship Merida last June 
when it was rammed and sank off Gape 
Hatteras. All the passengers escaped. 

The latest experience of Mr. Wash¬ 
burn was in the interior eighty miles 
south of Mexico City, where he had 
gone as a war correspondent. 

Mr. Washburn told of his experience 
in a letter to his brother, Stanley 
Washburn. He said he threw himself 
on the car floor beside the conductor, 
until the danger was over. When the 
fusilade opened, he said, many ex¬ 
plosive bullets sped past his head 





